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tured ruler of his time in Europe, took as keen an interes1-
in all scientific, literary, and artistic matters as his brothers,
Giovanni Carlo and Leopold And these three Medici brothers,
owing to their eagerness in this cause, and the influence which
their position and wealth gave them, were at this period the
leading men in Florence in all that pertained to Science,
Literature, or Art.

Ferdinand's gradual emancipation from the ecclesiastical
domination which had so seriously marred the earlier pait
of his reign, begins to show itself about the time of the
death of Galileo in 1642, about which time we see the initia-
tion by Ferdinand of a movement, due to the seed sown by
Galileo, which ere long had great results. Ferdinand and his
brothers, who had all been pupils of Galileo, had been greatly
impressed, not only by his teaching, but still more by the
illogical character of the arguments used in condemning his
theories, and they were profoundly anxious to initiate, in
opposition to the theories of the scholastic philosophy, a
system of deduction of truth from the obseivation of facts
and of dispersion of error by the force of experimental knowl-
edge. As the first step in this direction, and as a prelinnnan,
attack on the tyranny over thought exercised by the ecclesias-
tics and on the false philosophy which they propounded,
Ferdinand, when he was thirty-two, formed, about the time
of Galileo's death, the Conversazione Filosofica of thi1
Palace,67 a society which, holding its meetings in the Grand
Ducal palace itself, had for its members all the ablest literary
and scientific men of the day, including such enlightened men
as the celebrated Evangelista Torricelli da Modigliana, Nic-
cplo Aggiunti, Famiano Michelini, Viviani,0* Marsili, Uliva,
and the renowned physician, philosopher, and poet, Fran-
cesco Redi. From the brilliant talents of those who formed
its members this "Philosophical Society of the Palace" gained
wide respect from all interested in literature and science.